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1847.] Tyler's Edition of the Germania and Jlgricola. 509 

3. — The Germania and Agricola of Caius Cornelius Tacitus, 
with Notes for Colleges. By W. S. Tyler, Professor of 
the Greek and Latin Languages in Amherst College. 
New York: Wiley & Putnam. 1847. 12mo. pp.181. 

Mr. Tyler has edited, in a handsome and convenient form, 
two of the most celebrated works of the great Roman historian. 
We welcome the book as a useful addition to the classical litera- 
ture of our country. We need such American editions as this 
of the Greek and Roman writers. American scholars cannot 
establish new texts by the critical comparison of MSS. ; that 
part of the work of classical philology must be done, for the 
most part, by our European brethren. But all the other means 
of making good editions are nearly as accessible to Americans 
as to Europeans, except that our public libraries are still inade- 
quate to meet the demands of the age, and the scholar must 
procure books, the tools of his profession, at his own expense. 

In the Preface, Mr. Tyler has' explained the principles and 
objects which he has had in view in the preparation of this edi- 
tion. The next thirteen pages are occupied by a well-written 
Life of Tacitus, in which not merely outward events are nar- 
rated, but the character of the historian, both as a man and as 
a writer, is minutely and faithfully drawn. The text is founded 
on that of Walther, with some modifications from the labors of 
Grimm, Giinther, Gruber, Kiessling, and others. It is very cor- 
rectly and elegantly prepared and printed. The notes to each 
of the two treatises are introduced by a general critique upon 
the merits and matter of the work. The body of the notes is 
drawn up with care, learning, and judgment. Points of style 
and grammatical construction, and historical references, are ably 
illustrated. We have been struck with the elegant precision 
which marks these notes ; they hit the happy medium between 
the too much of some commentators and the too little of others. 
The style of Tacitus is not an easy one ; the young student 
needs considerable aid to help him master its peculiarities. It is 
frequently obscure from condensation, almost rivalling that of 
Thucydides ; sometimes from a tendency to poetical expression, 
which Professor Tyler has well pointed out ; and sometimes from 
the general affectations of the age in which he lived. On all 
these matters, the scholar requires the assistance of one who has 
mastered in a comprehensive manner the characteristics of the 
Imperial time, and the spirit of its language and literature. 
Thus guided, the young scholar will be able to comprehend and 
enjoy the immortal monuments of one of the greatest and most 
magnificent minds that adorned the annals of Rome. 
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